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Presenting a research

How to create a visual report

Showing examples of fake news



fake news is said to represent
a step-change in information warfare; an emerging form 

of cynical profiteering; an engine for energising 
“alt-right” and other digitally mediated grassroots 

political mobilisations around the world; a partisan battle 
cry for a new liberal “ministry of truth”; an unwanted 
byproduct of the online platforms which organise our 

digital societies; or a canary call signalling a collapse of 
consensus around established institutions and processes 
of knowledge production, heralding a new “post-truth” 

era in politics and public life.
According to some commentators fake news is just old 

wine in new bottles
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Showing the results of a research:

- Field guide
- cookbook





“ Insofar as we focus on providing 
procedures for inquiry rather than 
pictures of the phenomena, this guide may 
also be considered a kind of “recipe book.”

A Field Guide to Fake News,
p. 10



. Expected result

. Tools and ingredients

. Actions

. Encoded grammar

How a recipe book is made?

















How we created it













Chapters / Lenses

1. Platforms (Facebook) → FB
2. Behaviours (Circulation) → web
3. Technical (Artifacts) → web
4. Language (Memes) → FB
5. Actions (Trolls) → Tw



Chapter 1

The focus is on circulation because 
false and misleading knowledge claims 
are not born “fake news”. To become 

fake news they need to mobilise a 
large number of publics – including 
witnesses, allies, likes and shares, as 

well as opponents to contest, flag and 
debunk them.















Chapter 2

Fake news are not just “false news”. 
They are interesting not so much 
because their content or form are 
different from that of “authentic 
news”, but because they travel as 

much as (and sometimes more than) 
mainstream news









Chapter 3

Many websites use “trackers” – small
bits of embedded code – in order to 

monitor engagement, including visitor 
numbers, visitor behaviour and the 

effectiveness of ads













Chapter 4

We shall use the term
"memetic activity" in this section to 

designate the multiple ways in which 
users act around memes online, 
including circulating, imitating

and transforming them







Chapter 5

Tactics such as trolling and the use of 
bots and “sock-puppet” accounts have 
been linked to the spread of political 

disinformation and propaganda online
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